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“Driving a Ford drives Geelong”. That was once the 
proud boast that would have struck a chord with the 
thousands of workers who poured out of suburbs like 
Norlane and Corio to fuel the 24 hour assembly shifts at 
Ford, the Shell Oil Refinery and International Harvester.
Now in what used to be the industrial power house 
of the city, there are high levels of unemployment, 
limited educational qualifications, and a concentration 
of low income households. This is not just the etching 
of class onto the city, but the exacerbation of such 
social division by economic restructuring and social 
stigmatisation.
Thus in Norlane in 2006 only 4.5 per cent of people 
earned more than $1,000 per week, whereas 14.6 per 
cent of those in Greater Geelong did. More serious is 
the proportion of households on low incomes – ( less 
than $500 per week in 2006 ) – 28 per cent in Corio and 
40 per cent in Norlane compared to 16 per cent in the 
whole of Geelong.
Geelong, Victoria’s second city, just an hour’s drive from 
Melbourne, is increasingly drawn into the orbit of the 
metropolis through improved rail and road connections, 
limited local employment options and diverging house 
prices. But it is also a city divided, registering on its 
urban and social fabric some of the more dramatic 
changes in the economic geography of the nation.
Around its refurbished waterfront, we now have 
expensive Nonda Kastalides apartments, a Sheraton 
Hotel and up-market bars and restaurants. It is a 
boulevard of realised dreams as the city back in the 
1980s began the process of re-inventing itself. For 
this regional city of 200,000 had been hard hit by the 
demise of Australian manufacturing – first textiles and 
footwear in the 1970s and then the closure of the 
International Harvester truck making plant in the 1980s. 
The 1990s opened with the collapse of the locally 
based Pyramid Building Society and it was joined 
by the long wind-down of Ford, the city’s biggest 
employer; shifts hit by new technologies as well  
as international rationalisation.
By 2006 only 14 per cent of the city’s workforce was 
in manufacturing, compared to 30 per cent 30 years 
earlier. The new area of Armstrong Creek is being 
developed on the western edge of the city, down the 
rolling Waurn Ponds Valley, with an expectation of high 
quality servicing and relatively affluent residents, many 
set to commute to work in Melbourne.
In Corio and Norlane, the decline in manufacturing 
participation is less – more than 20 per cent work in 
industry – but it’s measured in other ways in an area 
now identified regularly and clearly as “disadvantaged”, 
the Bronx of Geelong. As one person noted in a 2000 
survey: ‘nobody wants to be here and we haven’t got 
no choice. Like in LA, they’ve got their trailer park trash 
and in Geelong you’ve got Corio and Norlane trash…’
But what is rarely reported on in Corio-Norlane are 
the many local initiatives in civic engagement, those 
who are working hard to create alternatives – such as 
housing co-operatives – and cafes where locals can 
not only meet but where they can re-train. There is also 
significant whole of government funding and activity 
being directed into this area, to upgrade schools, to 
renovate old public housing stock, to improve public 
transport and parks, to generate inward investment 
and employment alternatives.
So the two cities remain, exacerbated by recent 
economic developments and decisions in the 1980s 
and 90s to sell off public housing and privatise 
services, but increasingly divided not so much by social 
indicators and class as by imposed assumptions. ●
Dr Louise Johnson is a human geographer  
and Associate Professor in Australian Studies  
at Deakin University.
1. D. Warr (2005) “Social networks in a ‘discredited’ neighbourhood”, Journal of Sociology 41 (3): 285-308
2. City of Greater Geelong (2010) Community Profiles Accessed 23.4.210.
Regional Australia is living through ‘boom bust’ times, 
where some areas have never had it so good while 
their neighbours fall into deeper disadvantage. 
Geelong puts a face to this dilemma. 
TALES OF TWO CITIES IN ONE
Students from Frankston High 
School’s sustainability team. 
My office focused in 2009-10 on 
sustainability in schools in a study 
of environmental management 
practices. We were energised by the 
commitment of young people, their 
teachers and school communities to 
rubbish free days, water and waste 
audits, energy saving exercises and 
school and community gardens.
This excitement was moderated by 
an understanding of why we need to 
reduce our consumption patterns, but 
the enthusiasm of the Frankston High 
team for reducing their waste, and 
energy and water use was contagious. 
Sustainability Victoria’s Green Light 
Report suggests young men often 
lose interest in environmental issues.  
Plainly there are places where that 
depressing scenario is inaccurate.  
The newly created Barmah National 
Park on the Murray River.
The  photo shows depleted red gums 
and the impact of the reduction in 
water flows. Absent but insistently 
present are the Aboriginal rangers 
who now assume a significant role in 
the co-management of the National 
Park. Out of a bleak past comes 
a positive and inclusive present. 
Hindmarsh Shire Mayor Mick 
Gawith and City of Port Phillip 
Councillor Janet Bolitho, muddied 
and standing in the rain after a day’s 
planting for Project Hindmarsh 
in Wimmera that has brought 
together people from the city 
and the regions for 13 years.  
Biodiversity and water issues are 
not just matters for the bush; climate 
change and its impact on oceans 
and coasts not just for the seaboards.  
Intergenerational equity is a concern 
for all who seek shelter, respect, 
freedom from discrimination, and, 
physically, a less isolating environment.
Fragile rope bridge hoisted above 
the Hume Highway at Violet Town.
The bridge was established for  
sugar gliders to cross the road.  
It’s sited to maximise its potential, 
data is being collected to determine 
its success – by means of a solar 
driven camera – and it provides a 
biolink above the traffic. It speaks to 
our ability to innovate. The four wheel 
drive passing beneath is the metaphor 
for our continuing consumption.
At Framing the Future, there was 
a clear mood of optimism arising 
out of the presentations, which 
recognised that programs must be 
fit for purpose, and immersed in 
community interests and understanding 
of the importance of place. But there 
was also frustration at incremental 
change, of funding discontinuities, 
ruptures and fragmentation. 
A second tension also arose: 
between taking the time to do things 
properly in a meaningful, respectful 
and situated fashion and the need 
to act quickly, decisively and with 
clear purpose. I believe we do need 
timely action but we also need to 
give the slow, plodding, careful 
attention to developing relationships 
that mean something and out of 
which real, sensitive change grows. 
The photos make my point. ●
REFLECTIONS ON 
FRAMING THE FUTURE
Professor Kate Auty
At the Framing the Future forum, 
presenters were asked to speak  
to a personalised photo journal. 
Six photos were required, depicting 
major challenges or hopeful 
outcomes. I assumed the latter 
would address our ability to adjust 
and adapt to change and the 
former to be bleak representations, 
conflicted and challenging. 
In fact, each image of either despair 
or hope had embedded in it the 
possibilities and complexities 
of the other. It got me thinking 
about the images I would use:
1
2
3
4
